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These memories tell of life in Grafton berween the 1910°s und vear 2000

Today, the villnges have no shop or post office. and o radlway services.
The infant school has only recently been saved from closure. The village
people wre rurely seen walking abow and people work and play far aficld.
Thete i= no longer @ vicar in the villoge and the communily his chaoged
bevond recognition from thst remembened with affection, despite the hurd
tials ol duily hife, by those who were bom in the Pansh and who have
lived to sea the chanpes at first hand

The speed of change thal his taken place over the last century becomes
“wvory obwious” when listening to reminiscences of the last 90 vears
Communicaiion was by conversation or by muil; today, communication s
by telephone, radio, television and the intermet.  Evervone walked, rode
horschack or bicycle: 1oday evervone uses their own car to shop and 1o
reach entertmmment and work. There are seats by the roadside, berween
the tnms in the wvillages ond the people that they serve, o provide o
welonme breask on the long walk;, today they sre upesed ond almost

lorgotien

Think of how vou hive m the Pansh of Graftom today whilst you absorb
the memorics of’ those who have winessed the changes at (frst hnnd, 'We
are oll very graleful 1o the Frendship Club for the afleroon -spent
reminiscing on the puest.

Grafton Schoof

Children stayed mt Grafton School until they were 14 yvears old or they
left ot 1] to go 1o the Grommar school in MarThorough or bevond.  There
were two doors and two plavgrounds in Grafton School o that the boys
and girks could be kept separmte; girls and boys were taght in séparate
classes wo!  Children walked 1o schoal from the surrounding villages,
and m domg so had to dodge the cows that regularky gruzed on the green!
An old man rang o bell For the start of school each day. The school was
kept warm by o large coslfired ranpge thet had 1 be set! going esch
morming.  The baker was the firsi person in the villages (o get a car and
his wife used # o feich and carry the children from the villages to the
school — the orfginal “schoal run™!

There were a lot of children 1 play on the villagpe green between the

cows!  Football was the most popular village sport and many walked
from Burbage, Wilton, Wexcombe and Marten to play on Grafton green
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Local Services

The local policeman wis based in Manen.  There wias no doctor in the
village but Mrs Giddings was the resideni purse to whom evervone took
their babies when they needed help. The (Mde Shoppe was initially the

und pesgral store; the post office then moved over o the edge
of the Green and ultimately 1o Wiltom Road. The village pick pard, tor
storing the hay ricks 10 feed the animals 0 winter, was pext (o Clireen
Farm

The dairy was behind the (Mde Shoppe and this employed many local
residents, as did the bakery that served as another handy shop for the
village. There wiss # bakery und shop in Willon o,  Bread deliveries
consisted of the baker walking round the villages carrying two large
bread filled baskets  Miltk from local farms ofien went by tradn 1o large
dairies from Grafbon station.  Green Farm dairy provided the local mualk
roursd.  The first mechanical milking machines were built in the Grafion
pansh, before that all the cows wore milked by hand. Everyone swas very
aware af all the animals being moved around the village, and everyone’s
life was very much ruled by the seasonal activitics on the farms

The saddlers was by the preen: there was a Meckyweich's shop, o
carpenter and o puilder, ull within the village  The goal merchanr was in
Wexcombe before moving o Burbage. The village alfefmienis, scparste
affotment sites in Grafion and in each of the surrounding willages oo,
produced fruit and vegetables (no pinespples or hananas, in . those dl,'\"—'i',!'
and the farmiers produced the meatl and proin — the village folk were
almost self sufficient Om the forms, cabbages were planted by hand, a
joh which ook severnl days.

Visiting fradezmen filled the gaps in the local provisions, Visiung
travellers would stay the night in Oypsy Lanme, Wilton or Travellers Rest
on the green, The cebbler in Morlborough wvisited monthly with his
wares, he mended shoes and boots and caumied 8 wide ramge of sizes,
Accumulators had 1o be charged 1o enible you to hear the Rodu and there
were rogular visits fraom Hungerford o prowvide this service. The

mavelled from Andover to the villages amd this continued well into the
1950°s  Burbage shops delivered grocenes angd meal until the 19805,
There is a bread van and occasional fish monger delivering 1o this day!




Locaf Sermicey
What Juxury, these delivery men brought the deliveries into the kitchen

and feft it ready for vou on the able! Everything was, weighed for you
from lurge sacks and drums. Keeping food in o larder (no fridges ) meant
that storing food ot home waos unesual — there would be o marble slab to
keep food cool. 1f you travelled to Andover or Marlborough o shop you
could ask for vour goods to be delivered to “comer cottage™ in the village
o save carrving il home, this wos oll part of the service md vou could
always stop for a chat when you collected your wares! The travelling
fibrary consisted of a lady on a “butchers bicycle”™ which was loaded with
books mont and boeck and which came from Burbage 1o all the villages.
Fhe ledy who delivered the pewapapers travelled on bes bicycle from
Burbage too whatever the weather, There was a charscter who delivered
goods on a throe wheeled ieyele that everyone remembers

FEnrertainment

Village people tended to stay around the village as they had most of what
they needed within walking distance. Trips out of Grafion were generally
by train from West Grafion station. A walk from Marten, Wexcombe,
Willon ete to the train and a “one shilling™ fare would enable vou 10 ger
to Swindon. You could tnke @ trmn to Andover junction that provided
aocess o one extensive network, or go the other way to Cheltenham
where the rest of the network was available

A wvian went around the villages, esch TChristmas, carrying Carol singers
collecting money to be used to treat all the children to a inp o ihe
Pangomime in Swindon. Sometimes they dressed up o8 “black and white
minstrets”. There were gimgmay n Hungerford, Marlborough  and
Swwiarndion,

The Vicarage was the home of the local priest and it was in the grounds
of the house that the first village Sumuner Fete ook plice.

There was just one occasional bas o MarThorough. if thes was full then
people would just walk! Trips (o the Marlborough fielr were o “must™ for
the voung m the villages

Before the willage fall wos built in the 1930°s there was n small cottage
on the edge of the green with bhillinrd tables where the “yvoung men’s
glub™ met regularly. It was lit by pressure lamps which vou had o iake
outside o pump up, n sl westhers! The willage ball was used
extensively during the second world war

Pagi: 3



LIVING MEMORTES OF THE PARINH OF WRAFTON

-

WTTH SINCERE THANKS 70 FHE FRIENDSHTF CLIE 10w

Narure

There was a fgrnade i the villape which destroved the monkey purele
tree mm the Church yard and a column of trees beside the road. Nommally
the village was full of wild life, binds, butterflies ¢ic. all thriving in the
gardens and in the allotments. It was normal for the village ponds 10 be
Srecen for weeks on end in winter, and Long Pond was o favoorte for
skating (children caught playing on the ice could be chased with the
horse-whip for their devilmem) Cottages were smaller than now, the
oy pppasite the Ohde Shoppe, for msmnce, was onginelly four gottnges:

There was no pipend warer in the village until o windmill was erected to
the south of the village by the dwner of Green Farme Even then, few
cottages hoad water, electricity or 1oddets and moving (0 new bangalows
with these amenities meant that villagers feli that they were moving to
palaces!  There was a well (normally at least 40 feet deep) for every 3 or
4 houses mnd springs fed the locel rivers and ponds. There were 5 large
punds on the viliage green alone, Gorse pond, Bakersmiths pond, Stores
pand, they all hod names just as did the fickds, lanes and racks. It was
ithe lote 192075 hefore there was any menning water i the villages, the
first house on the left going down the hill into Witton stll does not have
piped water, there @5 a pump but no bathroom or todlet there)

The contrass

Today there nre speed limits through all the villages in the Parish and the
steady volume of traffic on the main road makes walking to school
harardows The willagers are [ from self sufficient In  food,
enlertninment or stores. The school children travel by bus to secondary
schools out of the village. Most people work wway from the pansh;
furms are so mechanised that very few work on the land. There are fewer
forms in the Parish and the -.-'iling;e groen 153 pow priviately owned., There
are no allotments and most gardens are “vegetable free™. Maost purchoses
are pre-packed md little is weighed or measured, we even recyele the
packaging 1o try and redoce the volurne of waste,

At the tum of the century “home delfiveries” are coming back, this 1ime
from catalogues, the intemel or the telephone: the motivation this time is
o “save time” and wravelling costs.  Fanners morkets are retuming 1o
traditional selling methods and we ore reflecting on the good things in the
last century & we embark on the nesw ane,
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