
Crofton Beam Engines
24 & 25 August 10:00 – 16:30

Come and see our magnificent Beam Engines at work pumping water
from Wilton Water into the Kennet and Avon Canal, just as they have

done for over 200 years. 

As well as learning about Crofton, children will be able to take part in
our free craft activities.

Our Smithy Tea Room will be open, offering hot and cold drinks, cake
and savoury snacks. Visitors are welcome to bring a picnic, enjoy our

beautiful site, the wildlife and to watch boats and trains pass by.

For more information visit our web site:  
https://www.croftonbeamengines.org/events/

Volunteering in our Community

AUGUST 2025

With all the events going on at this time of year, there are lots of
opportunities to get involved by volunteering to help.  Last week, there
were dozens of volunteers from near and far helping at the Wilton
Windmill Family Fun Day, and at Crofton who were in steam.

Volunteering can fit in with the time you have available and the activities
you are interested in.  It can also lead to lifelong friendships with people
you otherwise may not have met.  Suggestions for volunteering locally
include St Nicholas’ Church, Sunflowers, Goslings, Winter Warmers and
the Parish Council - more opportunities can be found here -
www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/volunteer/

Church Update
The Reverend Sue Hart will be licensed on Tuesday 16 September at
7pm in Burbage Church and will be living in Burbage Vicarage with her
husband, Steve. She will oversee Burbage, St. Katharine’s, East
Grafton and Little Bedwyn.

East Grafton Parochial Church Council (PCC) looks forward to
welcoming Sue and Steve.  At our most recent meeting we felt we
should try to re-think what we have been doing at St Nicholas’ in
recent years and to make fresh invitations to members of the
community to help the Church and reinvigorate its governance.

I ‘retired’ as Church warden over five years ago, but we still have not
found anyone to replace me.  We recently welcomed Sophia Bentley
onto the PCC, but would like to recruit two or three more members.

New people, new ideas, new life. Perhaps someone would prefer
simply to lend a hand with flower arranging or cleaning.  Any offers of
help would be very much appreciated.
Contact Martin Butt - 01672 810743

BBC Countryfile in Wilton!
Four generations of the Lemon family have farmed in Wilton and this

was the story behind the Countryfile article with Adam Henson, which
was aired on Sunday 27 July.  It was great to see all the family

contributing to running the farm and of course the emus!  If you
missed it, you can access it via the BBC iPlayer.

https://www.croftonbeamengines.org/events/
https://www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/volunteer/


Planning Applications
Application Ref: PL/2025/05959        Deadline: 21 August 2025
Application Type:  Listed Building Consent (Alt/Ext)
Proposal:  Replacement of four windmill sails, and installation of a
modified fantail shaft assembly.
Site Address:  Wilton Windmill, Wilton, SN8 3SW

Application Ref: PL/2025/05975        Deadline: 15 August 2025
Application Type:  Householder planning permission
Proposal:  Erection of two-storey rear extension (resubmission of
PL/2025/01368)
Site Address:  East Grafton Farm House, East Grafton, Marlborough,
SN8 3DF

Celebrating Railway 200 at Crofton
Crofton Pumping Station was built to raise water to replenish the Kennet
and Avon Canal and, for well over 200 years, it has carried out this work.
For more than 100 years of its life, Crofton was owned by the Great
Western Railway and supplied water to the GWR railway locomotives as
well as the canal.  

In 2025, “Railway 200" is a national celebration of the 200  anniversary
of the modern railway.  To mark this, at the Steaming Weekend on 24
and 25 August, Crofton will have an exhibition, including displays of GWR
artefacts, images and a chronicled timeline of our link with the railways.
Get a glimpse of our relationship with the railway engineering shop at
Swindon and how Crofton provided light relief for the Swindon
apprentices.  Learn about GWR’s involvement, from keeping the station
open, to supplying Crofton with a small saddle tank engine to keep the
pumps going when our engines failed. Our knowledgeable volunteers
will demonstrate some of the GWR tools still in use to this day, as they
stoke our boiler and drive our engines so that visitors can experience the
power of steam in action.

th

Children’s activities will include a special trail guiding them round our
station, seeking out our GWR tools, as well as a crafting area for children
to have a go at describing, drawing and junk-modelling a train. 



Thank you from the Windmill
The 2025 season started on Easter Sunday with an Easter Egg Hunt in
and around the Windmill.  Since then, we have held a training day for
our new volunteer tour guides who now are leading guided tours of
the Windmill on Sundays and Bank Holidays throughout the Summer. 

In June we hosted a visit from pupils of the Mark Way School in
Andover,  just one of several small group and various local school
visits to the Windmill this year. This year’s murder mystery ‘Malice in
Wonderland’ and hog roast supper in July was a sell-out event.

The highlight of the year so far has undoubtedly been the ‘Wilton
Windmill Family Fun Day’, with an amazing line up of live music,
children’s games, side shows, vintage vehicles, delicious refreshments
and stalls displaying or selling a wide variety of locally made arts,
crafts and produce. 

I would like to thank everyone involved in making the day such a
success.  Whether you baked a cake (or several), helped with setting
up and taking down tents, organised car parking or poured cups of
tea, every single person’s effort contributed to lots of people having a
wonderful and memorable time and of course raising important funds
for the Windmill.

Unfortunately, we have not been able to mill any grain this year after
one of the sails broke while milling last year.  These sails have been on
the Windmill since 1975 and, with only one refurbishment since then,
the rot had set in after fifty years of Wiltshire weather.  Four new sails
have been designed by the millwright, which will be fabricated in their
workshop in Caversham and fitted to the Windmill later in the year.
While they will look identical to the current sails, they should be more
efficient, allowing us to mill grain at slightly lower wind speeds.  In the
meantime, we still have two sails in place and are still open for visits,
guided tours, light refreshments and events. 

We are always looking for new volunteers to help look after this
beautiful Grade 2 Listed Building and, if you would like to get
involved, please send an email to secretary@wiltonwindmill.co.uk
or call me (Peter Wilson) on 07366 418484.

mailto:secretary@wiltonwindmill.co.uk


Dates for your diary

Windmill Society secretary@wiltonwindmill.co.uk

Horticultural Society 01672 810364 Marijke Craig

Crofton Beam Engines crofton@katrust.org.uk

Baby & Toddler Group graftongoslings@yahoo.co.uk

Dance classes 07746 479345 Charlotte Price 

Yoga 07747 780898 Tim Brew

Zumba 07710 115324 Joanna Bury

facebook.com/ GraftonParishCommunityNews 

Village WhatsApp Groups 

Text or WhatsApp to join: 
East Grafton: Tamara 07711 824864 
West Grafton: Annie 07802 923344
Wexcombe: George 07786 332950 

Marten: Richard 07795 636767
Wilton: Tara 07833 320951 

New to WhatsApp? We can help - just get in touch 

Deadline for content for the next issue is Friday 29 August
Email news@graftonparish.co.uk to contact the Community News

team. Check www.graftonparish.com/community-news/ for
advertising rates and advertisement format specifications.

Tuesday (weekly in term-time) Zumba 09:30

Tuesday Timmy B Yoga 19:00

Wednesday Timmy B Yoga 09:30

Wednesday (weekly in term-time) Charlotte Price 15:30

Thursday (weekly in term-time) Grafton Goslings 10:00

Thursday (weekly in term-time) Charlotte Price 17:00

Thursday Timmy B Yoga 20:00

Monday (1st & 3rd week in month) Alzheimer’s Cafe 13:15

Mobile Library
Information on the monthly Mobile Library Service can be found at

apps.wiltshire.gov.uk/librariesinformation/Library/Mobiles
The next mobile library is on Wednesday 20 August at the Coronation

Hall in East Grafton from 11.40 to 12 noon.

Local Clubs

Coronation Hall Regular Dates 
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To book Coronation Hall or to find details on how to hire trestle tables
visit: www.graftonparish.com or contact as follows:
Email: hall@graftonparish.com (anytime)
Call:  01672 216115 or 07479 281809 (9am to 6pm Monday to Friday)

East Grafton Coronation Hall

August

September

03 11:00 Church Service St Nicholas’ Church

20 11:40 Mobile Library Coronation Hall

24 10:00 August Steaming Weekend Crofton Beam Engines

25 10:00 August Steaming Weekend Crofton Beam Engines 

07 11:00 Church Service St Nicholas’ Church

17 11:40 Mobile Library Coronation Hall

Coronation Hall - Gazebo Hire
New covers have been purchased for the gazebo’s and they are now

able to be hired again!  Please contact the Hall for further details:
hall@graftonparish.com - 01672 216115 / 07479 281809

Enjoy the Summer & Get Outdoors
With the lovely sunny weather (and the occasional wet day!), why not

get outdoors and do some walking or visit a local heritage destination?

Lots of information of walking and cycling routes, as well as places to
visit available on www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk

mailto:news@graftonparish.com
http://apps.wiltshire.gov.uk/librariesinformation/Library/Mobiles
http://www.graftonparish.com/
https://www.visitpewseyvale.co.uk/

