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Draft of the Minutes of Grafton Parish Council Meeting held at the Coronation Hall, 

East Grafton on Monday 07 July 2025 at 19:30  
 
 
 

Item Topic and Actions 

1. Attendees: Mr Edward Nelson (Chair), Mr David Lemon, Mrs Annie Whitcher, Mr George Hosier, Mr Mike 
Hatherell, Mr Richard Pash, Mr Rupert Bentley & Miss Maria Vonsova (Clerk).  
Apologies for absence: Mrs Ann Dudney. 
Members of the Public: None    

2. Matters arising from Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 12 May 2025: None. The minutes were 
proposed Mr Lemon, seconded by Mr Pash and signed by Mr Nelson.  

3. Public Forum under adjournment:  
Mrs Whitcher announced her retirement from Grafton Parish Council. She was thanked by whole committee for 
her help and support to the Parish over the years. Special thanks were raised for her constant efforts in organising 
the Parish Youth activities, rounders catering and her amazing Christmas Carol roast potatoes.  

4. Planning application: 
1. Application no: PL/2025/05093 Deadline: 11/07/2025 

Application type: Householder planning permission. 
Proposal: On the southeast elevation of the thatched barn, it is proposed to remove the existing corrugated 
metal sheet doors and insert new outer timber double door and double glazer timber framed inner glass screen 
with double door in its centre. The opening will be slightly widened, with the removal of one existing timber stud 
and adjustment weatherboards.  
Address: The Croft, Wilton, Marlborough, SN8 3SS. 
The committee supported this planning application.  
Action: Clerk to support the application on the Wiltshire website.  

5. Financial Review: Mr Bentley confirmed the Parish finance’s to be a suitable condition and as expected.  
Action: Mr Bentley to update on the finances next scheduled meeting. All audit reports were confirmed and sent 
to the appropriate body following the meeting. 

6. Parish Updates:  
 Coronation Hall: Mrs Whitcher announced that the Hall has recruited a new Maintenance person. From the 

Autumn term there will be one less dance class. There is an opportunity for another hirer on Monday 
afternoons/evenings. To find out more or book the space contact hall@graftonparish.com..  
Solar Panels: Plans for the proposed village hall solar panels are progressing. Quotes have been received and  Mrs 
Tamara Ray has applied for two additional grants towards the installation costs.  
Action: The Coronation Hall to update the Council at the next Parish meeting. 

 Playing Field Maintenance: Mr Hatherell announced that Sunflower’s Nursery will be having their Sports Day on 
Friday 18 July. He has cleaned and sprayed off the weeds around the Pétanque court. He also pointed out that the 
hedge inside the field needs to be cut. Mr Lemon offered to help with this task.  
Action: Mr Hatherell to update the council on the Playing Field at the next Parish meeting.  

 Speed Watch/SID: Mr Hatherell informed the council of two more Speed Watch volunteers who are in the 
process of being trained for the role. Mr Hatherell conveyed concerns raised by a number of parishioners of the 
over alleged speeding vehicles along the A338. He suggested to rotate the SIDs to different locations within the 
Parish; the committee agreed. One SID new location identified is by the speed signage traveling from Wilton to 
East Grafton. The second new SID location is by the Village Green. Mr Lemon offered to obtain a suitable pole on 
which the SIDs can be safely mounted. These secondary locations should be completed by the next meeting. Mr 
Hatherell also confirmed that the Parish SID data was being sent to Wiltshire police for their records. Mr Nelson 
was asked to investigate the possibility of Wiltshire Council installing some speed humps along the Wilton / East 
Grafton Road and on the road to Sunflowers to help slow drivers down and reassure the Parishioners. This is in 
addition to the recent speed surveys that the Parish Council has organised.  
Action: Mr Hatherell is to update on the ongoings of the Speed Watch and SID next Parish meeting. Mr Nelson to 
report on installing speed humps in East Grafton. 

 PCAP: Mr Pash explained that there had not been a PCAP meeting since the last Parish Council meeting.  
Action: Mr Pash to update on the PCAP next scheduled Parish meeting.  

 Defibrillators: Mr Hosier is still working through the issues raised by the one Defibrillator supplier and is updating 
all of the defibrillators units in the Parish to the same code (which will be registered on the national database).  
Action: Mr Hosier to report on defibrillator progress and sharing the same access code for all defibrillators units 
in this Parish at the next Parish meeting 

 Community Calendar: The updated community was emailed prior to the meeting by Mr Nelson. 
Action: Mr Nelson to publish any updates on the website. 
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 Rounders plans: Mrs Whitcher announced the event was once a great success.  Although less people had been 
able to support the evening a total of £576.67 was raised which will be used to support future Parish community 
events.  
Action: N/A.  

 Neighbourhood Plan (NP): Mr Pash announced positive results from the Section 14 Community Survey. Total of 
68 participants as well as statutory consultees expressed positive answers to the questions, together with helpful 
criticism of the plans. The next step is to respond in depth to the questions raised in the submitted responses. Mr 
Pash expressed his concerns for the future of this project due to the lack of finances available from the Central 
Government (the previous funding streams have been closed) and has requested support from councillor 
Wheeler to help finish the considerable efforts spent so far and enable the NP. Mr Lemon suggested that the 
firework fund could be used to bridge the lack of money and then reimbursed when any grants were received. Mr 
Bently similarly offered unallocated CIL funds from the wider Parish account. This financial support helps to cover 
the cost for consultation for Section 14. 
Mr Lemon suggested that the Parish Council help to raise money for the annual firework display. Proposed Mr 
Bentley seconded Mr Hatherell. 
Action: Mr Pash to brief on the NP progress at the next Parish meeting. 

 Parish Steward: Mr Lemon had no updates on Parish Steward. 
Action: Mr Lemon and Mrs Whitcher to report on any updates. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 21:05 with thanks to everybody who attended from the Chair, Mr Nelson. 
Next Grafton Parish Council Meeting: 08 September 2025 at 19:30, Coronation Hall, East Grafton  
Next Grafton Planning Meeting: 11 August 2025 at 18:00. The Thatch Barn, Wilton  
Contact: clerk@graftonparish.com                                                website: www.graftonparish.com 
 


